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2024 | LESSONS FROM WRITING A MASTER’S THESIS AS A TEAM



Forming a Band
• Early introduction seemed to suggest three authors 

possible.

• Started planning together as a team.

• We wanted to do something innovative and large-scale.

• Later lectures made no mention of trios.

Only singles or pairs.

• “Explain why two people is not enough”

Teacher Education Coordinator

• One month later:

“It’s okay if you find a willing supervisor”

• Our assigned supervisor, Joyce Kling, concerned about 

group cohesion and altered requirements…

…but willing: “for the time being it is a ‘go’”



Forming a Plan

• Primary challenge: Material

- What video game? Compared to what?

- The Last of Us

• Secondary challenge: Methodology

- Longitudinal or cross-sectional.

- Observational or interventionist.

- Strictly quantitative or mixed-methods.

• Tertiary challenge: Location

- Reached out to our old schools and VFU schools.



Logistics, 
Late nights 
& Drafts
• Created a “Book Circle”

• NAFS/National exams as 

inspiration for difficulty.

• Attitudinal survey for 

experience.

• Rotations, locations, 

manuscripts and physical 

copies to ensure 

reliability.
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Strength in numbers! Who is where 

and who is doing what?



132 students. 3 828 data points.



The Results

• The primary results showed that the players 

and viewers fared similarly.

- Viewers’ mean score: 10,93

- Players’ mean score: 10,79

- A two-tailed T-test gave a P-value of 0.68→

The difference between the groups is likely a 

coincidence.

- The skew entails that questions could be 

harder

In and of itself, this suggests that video games 

are a viable option for audio visual learning in 

the classroom!

The Spread of Results for Viewers and Players Plotted Into a Normal Distribution Curve

Source: ‘Figure 21’ in Bång, Torffvit & Grandi 2023, p.71



The Results

• We also measured several variables (only 

possible thanks to our team of three)

• When factoring in “Video game literacy” as a 

variable…

- Habitual players fared marginally better than 

the viewers

- Viewers’ mean score: 11,16

- Players’ mean score: 11,17

- A difference of… 0,01 points

The Spread of Results of Frequent Players Plotted Into a Normal Distribution Curve

Source: ‘Figure 22’ in Bång, Torffvit & Grandi 2023, p.74



Conclusions

• The players didn’t perform better than the 

viewers…

BUT

• …Neither did they perform worse in a 

statistically significant way

• Although habitual players didn’t prove to 

outdo viewers who were also habitual 

players, our results suggest that playing 

games habitually increases EFL 

comprehension. (Compare a mean of 

~10,7 and 11,7)

• These results are in line with other studies 

in the same field (See Sylvén & Sundquist, 

2012)

The study The Band

Cooperation:

“a smorgasbord of competence”

• Finding previous research/ survey 

methods

• Vast network of contacts

• Allowed for statistically significant data 

to be gathered

• Crunching the numbers

• The analysis and writing process was 

both efficient and nuanced



The Reception

Finally it was turned in… but what of the reception?

“...it should be noted that these three graduate students demonstrated an 

exceptional cooperative effort in completing this thesis as a team” 

- Supervisor and examiner

To summarise: We believe that the institution could only benefit from more three-

person master’s theses. If you have an ambitious idea, don’t let old customs hinder 

you. There is evidently strength in numbers!



Strength in Numbers
Thank you for listening! | Anton G., Robert B. & Simon T.
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