Strength in Numbers

2024 | LESSONS FROM WRITING A MASTER'’S THESIS AS A TEAM




Case: Asynchronous collaborative
gest three authors writing

« Three writers: Sandy, Jennie, and Kellie

« Sandy and Jennie are in Denmark, Kellie is in the UK
a team. 2

+ Sandy and Jennie have produced many text collaboratively, but they have

innovative and large-scale. never worked with Kelie before

ntl on Of trl OS. « Task: A chapter for an edited book

- Topic of the edited book: ‘Englishization of Higher Education in Europe’

not enough”
Working as a pair

* If you write as a pair, there are additional demands on the
research produced:
* Length is slightly longer (16,000 words)
* The previous-research section should be more thorough
* The data collection and/or analysis should amount to

J. concern ed a_b out approximately double that of an individual project

* Your supervisor can help with more guidance on what constitutes
an appropriate scope for your research project




Forming a Plan

» Primary challenge: Material
- What video game? Compared to what?
- The Last of Us
« Secondary challenge: Methodology
- Longitudinal or cross-sectional.
- Observational or interventionist.

- Strictly quantitative or mixed-methods.
 Tertiary challenge: Location
- Reached out to our old schools and VFU schools.
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Logistics,
Late nights
& Drafts

Created a “Book Circle”

NAFS/National exams as
inspiration for difficulty.

Attitudinal survey for
experience.

* Rotations, locations,
manuscripts and physical
copies to ensure
reliability.
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Strength in numbers! Who is where
and who is doing what?




1 Sarah is Joels daughter
4 Jool is ber dad.
4 They are famiy. Joel Is th
2 Father and daughter
4 Father and daughter
1 He s her dad
1 Joul Is Sarah's dad
3 He's her dod.
3 Josl is Sarah's Dad
3 Joul is her dad
3 Jool is Sarah's fathec
2 Father and daughter
2 Jool is Sarahs dad
4 her dad
1 He is hes father
3 Josl Is Sarah's father
4 He was her dad
1 They are father and daugt
3 Jodl Is Sarah's father
1 Sarah is Joels daughter
1 Sarah is Joel's daughter
3 Jodl Is Sarah's dad
3 Fathor and daughtor (his «
1 Josl is her dad
3
2 Josol Is Sarahs Gther
4 He is hes lather
3 Father and daughter
4 Family
3 Jool is Sorahs dad
4 Joal are Sarahs father
2 Joal Is her dad
1 Jool is Sarah's father
2 Father and daughter
2 Joal Are SAHAHS DAD
4 They like cachother very 1
3 They are Gther and daug!
4 50n and daughter
4 Jool Is Sara's father
4 Joel is Bke Sarahs dad
3 Josl is hor dad
4 Father and daughter
4 Sarah is Joels child
1 Jodl Is Sarahs dad
4 Jool is Sarahs father
4 not 5o god
3 Jodl Is Sarah's dad
3
4 They are son and daughtc
4 Joul is Sarahs dad
2 Jool is Sarah's dad

A Ha was working

3

2 He was stuck at work.

2 He was out working probably. an
2 Because of work

2 He was at work

2 Je was searching for a job

2 much 10 do at work

2 Heo was working

2 He was at work

2 Somothing to do with his job.

2 Because of work

2 He was with Tommy

2 Ho was working late

2 they were zombies out

2 His work, the contractor was bei
1 Ha was at work

2 He had been at work

2 He was working

2 Ha didn want to loose Ns job
2 He was working?

2 He was working overtime

2 he had a longer work day than u
2 Because of work

2 it had been a long day at work

2

2 He was fired?

1 He had work

1 Ha was fighting

2 Because he had mush in work
4 He was on his work

2 His work

2 Heo was outside with the ifected 1
1 because of work

1 1DOnt KNOW

1 late for work

2 Because he had a late night shif
2 He was drunk

2 He was at work

2 | don remember

2 he was working

2 Work?

1 people was sick

2 Bacuse ha was working late

2 Late work

1 he worck

2 because ha get ferd from his jot
2 because ho was out and looked
1 He was outside

2 He whera at his jobb

2
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3 Because

9 5
Ho wanted 10 keep sarah salo

B8

hadatld

3 Because they had a kid.  They might be infected

3 They had kids He thought it was too risky

3 They had a chidd Because they havent seen what he
3 because they hade ikid  They could be infoctid

3 They had a kid others could help them

3 They had a kid Joel said they they also had a kid (

1 Bocause thoy hod a kid  because they had Sarah with them

1 They had moee room in the They might be infected

3 because they had akid  They had 1o think of themselaves §

3 Because they had akid.  He could not trust that they were n

4 Because they had a kid  He dosent want to get the veirus, k

3 Becuase the had a kid with Because they had a kid aswell and

1 They can maybe wont haip they can maybe sick

3 Because they had a child  Someone else would come along

3 They had a kid He wanted 10 protect Sarah

3 Because they were not sicl They could be sick

4 Bocause they had akid  They could be infected

1 They had a small child They could be infected

3 they had a child he didnY know if they were infectod

3 Because they had a child v He was afraid they'd be infected

1 because they hada kid It was dangerous If they were Infect

3 Bocauso thoy had a child v Becauso they also had a child with

1 because they had akid  because "so do we” aka they also
They had a kid Safety

1 To protect tham fom the vir Because they might have had the \

3 They had a chid with them He knew the risks

3 Because they too had a ch Because they needed 10 take care

4 They all were fom the sam He said that he got children

3 Because they had a child  Because they may been infected.

1 Because they have a baby He don now If they been infaction

1 They had a kid They might be infected

3 They had a kid They could be infocted

3 they had a kid Joel also had a kid in the car

4 He WANT TO HelP THeM THeCAN BE EfeKTeD

3 they had a child they had a kid in the car

3 Because they had akid  They didn know what they were o
4 hohad akid of his own 1o dangerouse

4 because there was a kid  the infection

1 he feel sad subot them  Because he just think of himself ar
3 bacause thay had akid  they might hawe been infected

3 because they had a chid a They could be infected/'someone o
3 They had a kid They could bean sick

3 Ther was a child he ddt know i they was sick

3 Because there was a child Thoy might was effected

4 becase They Nead help to came awey

3 because they had a child  because he said they have a kid
1 bocause thero was a child He wanted 1o got Sarah away fom
4 bacause they hadakid  He wanted 10 get cut of there

3 Because they had a child v They might had ben infected

3 Because thoy had a child 1o sawe his own life
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4 That they get her into

4 Joel says that Tommy is gonna be fine
4 He says that they will be back for him
4 He didnt answer her.
4 He was coming

4 they ¢

4 "Wen

4 They

4 Hesa

4 Hesa

4 Horot

4 He sa

4 Wew

4

4 He'd be ine on his own

4 They will go back for later

4 That be will meot them lates

4 We will go back for him

4 He tells her that they W retum to him
4 That he would be fine

4 He says thay¥ go back for him once Sarah is safe

4 that theyl come back for him

4 Ho will meot up with thom on the highway

4 he said to get her to salety first
4 He says they¥ go back for him

@y than go back for him  That thay weren

‘o
13

Infacted
The main reascn is that he has a kid
They are not infected

They wewmt infected
because they meay be infectid

They werent sick

Sarah

that they were not sick

that they were not sick

He had a iethe girl with him
that they were not sick
They're not infected

Sarah was hurt and just a child
Bocause Sarah log was broken and she
they had been through hell
They had been through hell

4 Ha tolls hor that thoy have 1o got her to safety frst  That they alroady had bean through hell
4 He tells her that be will go back to him after saving £ They had not been infected

4 "Hel be fine”

4 That ha wanted sarah safe frst

4 We will get him when we are safe

4 He don answer

4 That they will get him latec

4 “Hell meet us there *

4 he said that they will comebak for him
4 1 got DACK for HIM

4 hofixit

4 “"Well get you safe, then | go back for Tommy *

4 wo hawe 10 got you sale first
4 Hels fine

4 “he will be good™

4 we got him later

Because they had been through hell
He Is narssicist

We are not sick/infected Sarsh is hurt
Becuase he fink they hawe infection
That his daughter was hurt
Because Sarah was hurt

they was not infected

1 DoNt KNOW

had a child

Joel told the soldier that his daughter wa
“we have boon troghou hel”

That Sarah was hurt

that he will save his douther

that he has a kid

4 That he needed to get her to safety frst and they wo They had been through a lot already

4 He will be fne

4 he did not answer

4 It's ok we are safe or something ke that
4 Joel sey tommy klarar sig sjalv

4 He sald he was going 1o be fne

4 wo got you safe and go for him later

4 “He's going to be ckay”

He was not sick

They whar not sick

Because Sarah was hurt, and they've be
becas menny was sick and

He was not “sick”

that he hawe a chid

They weren) infected

4 he responded whitt that they go back fore him later / that they werent infected and that she w.

4 Ho noed 1o go 1o save them seif

Because ho wanted 1o senive
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132 students. 3 828 data points.
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Conclusions

The study The Band

Cooperation:

The players didn’t perform better than the ¥ !
a smorgasbord of competence

viewers...

BUT - Finding previous research/ survey
methods

Vast network of contacts

Allowed for statistically significant data
to be gathered

Crunching the numbers

The analysis and writing process was
both efficient and nuanced

...Neither did they perform worse in a
statistically significant way

Although habitual players didn’t prove to
outdo viewers who were also habitual
players, our results suggest that playing
games habitually increases EFL
comprehension. (Compare a mean of
~10,7 and 11,7)

These results are in line with other studies
In the same field (See Sylven & Sundquist, LUND
2012) UNIVERSITY



The Reception

Finally it was turned in... but what of the reception?

“...It should be noted that these three graduate students demonstrated an
exceptional cooperative effort in completing this thesis as a team”

- Supervisor and examiner

To summarise: We believe that the institution could only benefit from more three-
person master’'s theses. If you have an ambitious idea, don’t let old customs hinder
ou. There is evidently strength in numbers!
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